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Pollutants released from coal-fire edpower plants can react in warm air, creating high levels of ground-level 
ozone on warmer days. Ozone can exacerbate asthma and other respiratory illnesses.(Photo: David J. Phillip, 
AP) 
The severe cuts to the federal Environmental Protection Agency called for by President Donald Trump would 
be avoided and a federal board that investigates chemical industry accidents would not be eliminated under a 
House bill released Tuesday.  
The Appropriations Committee would cut the EPA's budget by $528 million instead of the $2.6 billion 
requested by the Trump Administration. It would also maintain the $11 million budget of the Chemical Safety 
Board, which was founded following the 1995 Napp Technologies explosion in Lodi that killed five workers  
But advocates said the EPA cuts and language in the bill supporting Trump's rollback of Obama-era clean water 
rules will still hurt New Jersey's environment.  
"The cuts are less devastating than they could have been, but they are problematic,"  said David Pringle, of 
Clean Water Action. "We still need to hear from the Senate and Trump on this. So if this is the high water mark, 
we're going to be drowning." 
The spending plan is largely the work of Appropriations Chairman Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen, R-Morris 
County, who has come under criticism for his voting record on environmental legislation especially in recent 
years. 
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Rep. Rodney P. Frelinghuysen (Photo: J. Scott Applewhite/AP) 
Frelinghuysen said in a statement that the bill continues to fund "programs that protect environmental safety" 
while reining in "harmful and unnecessary regulations that destroy economic opportunity and hinder job 
creation." 
The bill is an important, but preliminary step towards a final spending plan. The Senate Appropriations 
Committee still needs to issue its environment bill. If both houses pass their respective bills than there will be a 
budget conference to reconcile differences. It would then go to the president who can sign or veto. The fiscal 
year begins Oct. 1. 

Frelinghuysen's environmental record has advocates worried with EPA budget looming 

Christie administration has no contingency plan for Trump's EPA cuts 

Many of EPA's core functions would be kept a level funding. The Superfund cleanup program, for instance, 
which would retain about $1.1 billion. Trump wanted to cut the program by 30 percent to the chagrin of many 
in New Jersey, which leads the nation with 114 Superfund sites.  Some of the cuts would come from "buyouts 
and voluntary separation agreements" with EPA employees. 
The bill also supports EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's call to to withdraw the 2015 "Waters of the United 
States" rule. Adopted by the Obama administration, it expands the definition of waters subject to federal 
jurisdiction under the Clean Water Act. 
Critics have said the rule so broadly expands EPA's authority that it would be able to regulate ditches and small 
bodies of water. The EPA finalized the rule in May 2015, but it has been blocked by a federal appeals court 
pending further legal challenges. 
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Rep. Rodney P. Frelinghuysen (Photo: J. Scott Applewhite/AP) 
Frelinghuysen said in a statement that the bill continues to fund "programs that protect environmental safety" 
while reining in "harmful and unnecessary regulations that destroy economic opportunity and hinder job 
creation." 
The bill is an important, but preliminary step towards a final spending plan. The Senate Appropriations 
Committee still needs to issue its environment bill. If both houses pass their respective bills than there will be a 
budget conference to reconcile differences. It would then go to the president who can sign or veto. The fiscal 
year begins Oct. 1. 

Frelinghuysen's environmental record has advocates worried with EPA budget looming 

Christie administration has no contingency plan for Trump's EPA cuts 

Many of EPA's core functions would be kept a level funding. The Superfund cleanup program, for instance, 
which would retain about $1.1 billion. Trump wanted to cut the program by 30 percent to the chagrin of many 
in New Jersey, which leads the nation with 114 Superfund sites.  Some of the cuts would come from "buyouts 
and voluntary separation agreements" with EPA employees. 
The bill also supports EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's call to to withdraw the 2015 "Waters of the United 
States" rule. Adopted by the Obama administration, it expands the definition of waters subject to federal 
jurisdiction under the Clean Water Act. 
Critics have said the rule so broadly expands EPA's authority that it would be able to regulate ditches and small 
bodies of water. The EPA finalized the rule in May 2015, but it has been blocked by a federal appeals court 
pending further legal challenges. 
The Napp Technologies general alarm fire, April 21, 1995. (Photo: David F. Adornato/NorthJersey.com file) 
The Chemical Safety Board was among several independent government bodies listed for elimination when 
Trump unveiled his budget proposal in March.  
Since the Napp explosion, the board has been at the forefront of examining some of the worst workplace 
disasters in recent memory, from the Deepwater Horizon oil rig fire in 2010 to the 2013 West Fertilizer 
explosion in Texas that killed 15 people. In New Jersey, the board has conducted major investigations of 
chemical fires in Paterson, East Rutherford and Perth Amboy.  
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that  would talk to venders about CSB matters.  also stated that  
informed individuals at the conference that  would be available to discuss CSB’s status in 
regards to the upcoming federal budget, and the fact that the President wants to “dismantle” CSB 
(also found in audio).  
 
SA  requested that  email all supporting documents, to include but not 
limited to the interview write-ups, audio from the conference, and any other relevant 
information. Per the request of SA on July 17, 2017, sent five (5) emails 
containing relevant information gathered during their review.  
 
ATTACHMENT(S):  
 

1. Email 1 RE_ INFO REQUEST - Hotline 2017-0309- Grass Roots Lobbying by two CSB 
Board Members- Revised 
 

Email 1 RE_ INFO 
REQUEST - Hotline 2          

 
 

2. Email 2 RE_ INFO REQUEST - Hotline 2017-0309- Grass Roots Lobbying by two CSB 
Board Members-  #2 
 

Email 2 RE_ INFO 
REQUEST - Hotline 2           

 
 

3. Email 3 RE_ INFO REQUEST - Hotline 2017-0309- Grass Roots Lobbying by two CSB 
Board Members-  #3 
 

Email 3 RE_ INFO 
REQUEST - Hotline 2           
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4. Email 4 RE_ INFO REQUEST - Hotline 2017-0309- Grass Roots Lobbying by two CSB 
Board Members-  Revised 
 

Email 4 RE_ INFO 
REQUEST - Hotline 2           

 
 

5. Email 5 RE_ INFO REQUEST - Hotline 2017-0309- Grass Roots Lobbying by two CSB 
Board Members-  Revised 
 

Email 5 RE_ INFO 
REQUEST - Hotline 2           
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matters. It was also alleged that  informed individuals at the conference that  would be 
available to discuss CSB’s status in regards to the upcoming federal budget, and the fact that the 
U.S. President wants to “dismantle” CSB.  
 
Based on the information provided, the case agent discussed the facts of the complaint to the 
Office of Counsel, OIG, EPA and the designated ethics official of the CSB. Both indicated that 
the facts did not support violations of 18 U.S.C § 1913, nor did their actions constitute actual 
grassroots lobbying. It was noted that because CSB board members are Presidential Appointees 
they are permitted to lobby, but not grassroots lobbying. 
  
DISPOSITION: 
 
Based upon the foregoing investigatory steps, and at the direction of the Assistant Inspector 
General for Investigations (AIGI), this complaint will be closed and no further investigative steps 
will be taken. Per the AIGI, the complaint will be referred back to the OIG Hotline, who will 
then refer the matter to the U.S. Office of Special Counsel.  
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